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Citizenship prior to 2009

Citizenship by descent has long been an element of British and Canadian nationality law
including the 1914 Nationality Act.

However, prior to 1977, citizenship by descent was limited in many ways, and could be
easily lost.

In most cases, citizenship could be acquired only through a Canadian father, required
reqistration, and would be lost through nationalization in a foreign country.

These restrictions were mostly eliminated in the 1977 Citizenship Act, but not retfroactively.

As aresult, prior to 2009, many persons with parents born in Canada, much less second
generation and beyond, were not Canadian citizens.



The 2009 and 2014 Amendments

As a result of the 9-11 attacks in the United States, the United States imposed passport
requirements on Canadians for the first fime. This led to an increased demand for
Canadian passports.

Many persons discovered, to their surprise, that they were not Canadian citizens. They
became known as "Lost Canadians.”

As a result of the 2009 and 2014 amendments to the Citizenship Act, almost everyone with
a parent born in Canada became a Canadian citizen, retroactive to birth.

At the same time, the 2009 amendments imposed a first generation limit on citizenship by
descent. This meant you could not inherit citizenship from your citizen parent, if that parent
was born outside Canada. This did not apply to persons who were already citizens, but
only to those born after April 17, 2009. No one lost their citizenship.



Bill C-3

In December 2023, in the case of Bjorkquist v. Canada, the Ontario Superior Court declared
the first generation limit violated the Canadian Charter of Rights with respect to parents who
had a substantial connection to Canada.

The Court suspended the declaration of invalidity to allow Parliament to pass Charter
compliant legislafion.

After numerous delays caused by new elections and the limitations of a minority
government, Parliament enacted Bill C-3, which came into force on December 15, 2025.

Bill C-3 removed the first generation limit entirely as to persons born before December 15,
2025.

Persons born on or after December 15, 2025 are still subject to the first generation limit,

unless their citizen parent can demonstrate 1,095 days of physical presence in Canada
prior to the person’s birth.



The Q on Q Problem

This problem arises in most or all cases where there are two generations born
outside Canada before January 1, 1947. Here is an example:

Lestat was born in Quebec in 1892. Lestat immigrated to New Orleans in the
United States in 1915. He became a permanent resident of the United States and
never naturalized as a U.S. citizen.

His son, Armand, was born in New Orleans in 1925. Armand died in 2016.
Armand's daughter Claudia was born in New Orleans in 1946. Claudia is living.

Claudia's daughter Rowan was born in New Orleans in 1970. Rowan is living.



Is Claudia a citizen?

Lestat is a citizen under paragraph 4(a) of the Canadian Citizenship Act, 1946.

Armand did not become a citizen on January 1, 1947, because he was neither a minor nor @
permanent resident of Canada. However, he became a citizen under paragraph 3(1)(q) of the
current Act, which came into force on June 11, 2015, because he was born to a parent who
became a citizen under the Canadian Citizenship Act, 1946, but he did not. Armand became a
citizen retroactive to January 1, 1947.

What about Claudia?

She is not described by paragraph 3(1)(q), because her parent became a citizen under the 2014
amendments, not under the 1946 Act. She is not a citizen under 3(1)(g) either, because her father
was not a citizen at the time of her birth, since no one was a citizen before January 1, 1947. If
Claudia is not a citizen, then Rowan and her descendants are not citizens either.

What if Claudia had been born a year later, in 19477

Then she would be a citizen under paragraph 3(1)(g). since she was born before February 15, 1977
to a parent who was a citizen at the time of her birth.



Death of Parent Problem

There are no fewer than five subsections of section 3 titled “Citizen
despite death of parent.” Here is one of them:

3(1.2), Citizen despite death of parent

A person who would not become a citizen under paragraph 1(b), (9).
(h), (o), or (p) for the sole reason that, on the coming into force of this
subsection, his or her parent —referred to in one of those paragraphs

—is deceased, is a citizen under that paragraph if that parent, but for

his or her death, would have been a citizen under any of paragraphs
(1)(k) to (n).



lllustration of death of parent issue

Robert was born in Ontario in 1902. He naturalized in the United States in 1920. He did not
become a Canadian citizen on January 1, 1947, because he had lost his status as a British
subject. He died in 1952. But for his death, Robert would be a citizen under paragraph
3(1)(k), which came into force on June 11, 2015.

Robert's daughter Susan was born in New York in 1932. Susan died in 2016. Susan became
a citizen on June 11, 2015, under 3(1)(o,) as the child of a citizen under 3(1) (k), retroactive
to January 1, 1947. Susan is a citizen despite the death of Robert, by virtue of 3(1.2).

Susan's son Alberto was born in Ohio in 1962. Alberto is a citizen under 3(1)(g), because
Susan is now deemed a citizen at the time of Alberto's birth.

But assume Susan died in 2013, and so did not become a citizen on June 11, 2015. Then
3(1.2) does not apply to Alberto, because Susan would have been a citizen under 3(1)(0).
not 3(1)(k) to (n).



#1 RULE TO REMEMBER

ALWAYS USE THE CURRENT VERSION OF CIT 0001




MAJOR DIFFERENCES BETWEEN VERSIONS

12-2025 VERSION

Date of death (YYYY-MM-DD) (If applicable) Date of death (YYYY-MM-DD) (If applicable)

01-2026 VERSION

Date of death (YYYY-MM-DD) (If applicable) Date of death (YYYY-MM-DD) (If applicable)

Note: if you, or the minor that you are applying for, is claiming citizenship by descent through a great-grandparent, please follow the instruction:
9 at the end of this document.

10 Additional citizenship information

Have you ever lived in Canada? O No: skip to section 11 O Yes

If Yes, on what date did you first enter Canada to live O Date (YYYY-MM-DD) or O | was born in Canada
11 Were you born before 19777

(O No: skip to section 13 () Yes: fill out this section

Were you absent from Canada for 1 year or longer before 19777 O No O Yes: fill out this section

From (YYYY-MM-DD) | To (YYYY-MM-DD) Destination (Country or territory) Reason

CIT 0001 (12-2025) E

Note: if you, or the minor that you are applying for, is claiming citizenship by descent through a great-grandparent, please follow the instructions under Section
9 at the end of this document.

10 Additional citizenship information
Have you ever lived in Canada? O No: skip to section 11 O Yes
If Yes, on what date did you first enter Canada to live O Date (YYYY-MM-DD) or O I was born in Canada
Were you born before 19777
O No: skip to section 13 O Yes: fill out this section

Were you absent from Canada for 1 year or longer before 19777 O No O Yes: fill out this section

From (YYYY-MM-DD) | To (YYYY-MM-DD) Destination (Country or territory) Reason

CIT 0001 (01-2026) E




Hard Question #1 on Cit 001

Is (or was) parent 1 a citizen of a country or
territory other than Canada before 19777

() Yes

If Yes, give details: (country or territory, date of citizenship, description of
how citizenship/nationality was obtained and/or recognized, etc.)




A person can become a U.S. citizen in 4 ways:

1. Birth in the United States
2. Birth outside the United States to a U.S. citizen parent
3. Naturalizing as an Adult

4. As a derivative of one, or both, parent’'s naturalization, while the
person is a Mminor.

How can you telle - Use U.S. Naturadlization Chart



https://www.ilrc.org/resources/acquisition-derivation-quick-reference-charts

Hard Question #2 on Cit 001

B - Parent 1's Citizenship Status - Continued

Parent 1's citizenship certificate On what date did parent 1 first

number, if alicable enter Canada to live? (YYYY-MM-DD)

Did parent 1 leave Canada for more than 1 year —~ —
before 19777 () Yes () No

—

If Yes, give details




Entry/Immigration Records:

1. Border Crossing Cards
2. U.S. Declaration of Intention to Naturalize
3. Petition for Naturalization

4. Green Cards
5. Ask your client!



Border Crossing Card:
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Birth Cerlificate
Applications




Ontario

Births before 1919, order a copy of a registration from Ontario Archives.

. Publicly available records
Births 1919 or later, order a certified copy of birth registration through Service Ontario.

« |f applying for the birth certificate of a deceased person - the next of kin (parents, spouse/
common-law partner, children, siblings), executor or estate trustee and/or administrator are
eligible to apply.

« |If ALL the next of kin are deceased - extended next of kin (aunts, uncles, first cousins,
grandchildren, grandparents, nephews, nieces) or their authorized representative may

apply

« These applications require a guarantor who is a Canadian citizen who has known the
applicant for at least two years and is active in a designated profession. If a Canadian
guarantor is not available, then an alternate guarantor may be used if they have known
the applicant for at least two years and is active in a designated profession.

« Can submit the application form online and then mail or email (to Service Ontario
Customer Care E-Form) in the supplementary documents r(generc:’reol forms, death
certificate, birth certificate of applicant, required letters of the applicant and alternate
g$oronTor) or you can mail the application ftorm and supplementary documents together
at once.



https://www.archives.gov.on.ca/order-reproductions/
https://www.ontario.ca/page/get-or-replace-ontario-birth-certificate
https://www.ontario.ca/page/choosing-guarantor-birth-certificate
https://www.sus.gov.on.ca/lc/content/mgcs/profiles/default.html?contentRoot=repository:///Applications/TBPVSB/1.0/Assets&template=ON00342E.xdp&submitUrl=https://localhost:12443/rest/services/TBPVSB/Processes/HTML/SubmitForm&lang=E&submitServiceProxy=https://www.sus.gov.on.ca/sub-proxy/all
https://www.sus.gov.on.ca/lc/content/mgcs/profiles/default.html?contentRoot=repository:///Applications/TBPVSB/1.0/Assets&template=ON00342E.xdp&submitUrl=https://localhost:12443/rest/services/TBPVSB/Processes/HTML/SubmitForm&lang=E&submitServiceProxy=https://www.sus.gov.on.ca/sub-proxy/all
https://www.sus.gov.on.ca/lc/content/mgcs/profiles/default.html?contentRoot=repository:///Applications/TBPVSB/1.0/Assets&template=ON00342E.xdp&submitUrl=https://localhost:12443/rest/services/TBPVSB/Processes/HTML/SubmitForm&lang=E&submitServiceProxy=https://www.sus.gov.on.ca/sub-proxy/all

Quebec

The checklist for the CCC application explicitly requires a post 1994 Quebec birth certificate from the
Directeur de I'etat civil. Even if the client has a Quebec birth certificate, but it is before 1994, you still
need to order the modern version.

Civil registration of births began in 1926, as an alternative to church records, but was not required. Everything
before was church or synagogue records. The Directeur de |'etat civil was created in 1994 and implemented
the modern civil registration system.

The Directeur de |'etat civil Application:

* You need to provide a completed application form (Application for a Certificate or Copy of an Act, see
hitps.//www.etatcivil.gouv.gc.ca/publications/DCCA-Birth.pdf ).

« If the person is living = they will need to provide a valid |.D. and valid proof of address

+ |If the person is deceased - you will need to provide an original of the person’s death certificate. If the
death occurred outside of Quebec, the death certificate must be translated into French by a certified
Quebec franslator who is a member of the OTTIAQ (see - https.//ottiag.org/en )

« [t may be helpful to provide a copy of the baptismal record, synagogue record, or Court
document if available. The Directeur de I'etat civil will then create a birth certificate for them.

* Must also include proof of relationship and reason for application.


https://www.etatcivil.gouv.qc.ca/publications/DCCA-Birth.pdf
https://www.etatcivil.gouv.qc.ca/publications/DCCA-Birth.pdf
https://www.etatcivil.gouv.qc.ca/publications/DCCA-Birth.pdf
https://ottiaq.org/en

Saskatchewan

« For births that occurred more than 100 years ago, order a cerfificate through eHealth
Saskatchewan Genealogy Index.

« For births that occurred less than 100 years ago, apply for birth certificate online or by mail
through eHealth Saskatchewan.

Person applying for their own certificate must include an identification document.

If applying for the birth cerfificate of a deceased person - the applicant must be the personal
representative of the estate and the will or estate letters of administration must be included in the

application.


http://genealogy.ehealthsask.ca/vsgs_srch.aspx
http://genealogy.ehealthsask.ca/vsgs_srch.aspx
https://www.ehealthsask.ca/residents/genealogy

Nova Scotia

Nova Scofia started registering births in 1864 but stopped in 1877.

From 1877 to October 1908, the government did not record births. Some births were
reqgistered later, so Nova Scotia archives has a very small number of delayed birth
reqistrations for births that happened during this period.

Contact Nova Scotia Archives to order birth registrations for births that occurred between
1864-1877, delayed registrations of birth for births that occurred between 1830-1924, and birth
reqistrations for births that occurred between 1908-1925.

For births that occurred from 1926 to present, order birth certificate through Nova Scotia Vital
Statistics.
If applying for a birth certificate for a person who is sftill living 2 the person can apply, their

parent/guardian can apply, and an authorized agent or person who has known the person for
more than a year (consent form is necessary), and their lawyer can apply.

* If applying for a birth cerfificate for a deceased person, the executor or trustee of the estate may
apply with proof.



https://archives.novascotia.ca/vital-statistics/
https://www.novascotia.ca/apply-birth-certificate
https://www.novascotia.ca/apply-birth-certificate

British Columbia

For births before 1903;

« BC Archives have baptismal records from 1836-1888 and birth registration records from
1854-1903.

For births after 1903:
« Order online or by mail through British Columbia Vital Statistics.

« If applying for the birth certificate for person who is still living = use form VSA 430 by mail or
online. You can request to have the birth certificate sent directly to your office and not the
client. Person can also give written authorization for another applicant to apply.

« If applying for the birth certificate of a deceased person - use form VSA 413. A parent or
relative (son, daughter, sister, brother, spouse, grandparent, grandchild) is eligible to

apply.

* Include copy of death certificate and copy of applicant’s birth certificate as proof of
relationship.

* You can request to have the birth certificate sent directly to the office and not the client.


https://search-collections.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/Genealogy
https://search-collections.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/Genealogy
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/life-events/order-certificates-copies
https://ecos.vs.gov.bc.ca/

New Brunswick

For birth registrations and late registrations of births for births that occurred between 1800-
1929 order records through the Provincial Archives of New Brunswick.

For births registrations that are not available through archives, order online or by mail through
New Brunswick Vital Statistics.

« If applying for the birth certificate for a person who is still living - they can consent to
releasing the birth certificate to whoever they choose on the application form.

« If applying for the birth certificate for a deceased person - you need to supply their
death certificate and know the necessary information on the application form (dates
of birth and names of parents, including mother’'s maiden).

« Applicant can be child or grandchild (proof of relationship is not required).

* |tis also important to indicate that the reason for application is fo obtain
citizenship.


https://archives2.gnb.ca/search/feds/Default.aspx?culture=en-CA
https://www.gnb.ca/en/topic/family-home-community/vital-statistics/birth-certificate.html

Prince Edward Island

Baptismal records are available for births that occurred between 1777-1923 through Prince
Edward Island’s PARO Collection.

It is possible to request a Search of Vital Records for a birth that occurred in the past 120
years before applying for a birth record to confirm that the record exists.

» This search will indicate whether a birth record exists for the person but will not
provide any details of the record.

» |f the record does exist, you can then apply for it separately.

If applying for the birth certificate for a person who is still living - the person or an
applicant that has been given written authorization can apply for the birth certificate.

If applying for the birth certificate for a deceased person - you must include the birth
certificates to prove the lineage from the person on the certificate to the applicant.

* Must also include person’s death certificate.
« Documents must be originals or notarized copies.


https://www.gov.pe.ca/parosearch/
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/justice-and-public-safety/search-vital-records

Newfoundland

Government mandated registration of births began in 1891. There are church records for births before
1891.

« Familysearch.org has a lot of digitalized copies of birth registrations and church records from
before 1892 and into the 1900s.

For births that occurred from 1892 to present, order birth certificate online or by mail through
Newfoundland and Labrador Vital Stafistics.

« Any person can apply for Certified Copy of Birth Regisiration if the birth occurred over 100 years
ago. Need to include applicant’s government issued photo ID and proof of death.

« If applying for the birth certificate for a person who is still living = they can apply with one piece
of photo ID or two pieces of other ID.

« The person can also give consent to an applicant they have known for at least one year.

« If applying for the birth certificate for a deceased person = a spouse, adult child, and adult
sibling can apply for the certificate.

« Must include proof of death and proof of relationship. The executor or administrator of the
person’s estate can also apply.


https://www.familysearch.org/en/united-states/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/united-states/
https://www.gov.nl.ca/gs/birth/birth-certificate/
https://www.gov.nl.ca/gs/vitalstats/

Alberta

Birth registrations for births that took place between 1870 -1906 are available at the Provincial Archives of
Alberta.

« Can be ordered online.

For records that are less than 120 years old, order birth certificate through Alberta Vital Statistics.

« If applying for the birth certificate for a person who is still living = they can apply or their
Canadian lawyer can apply on their behalf (a Law Society card and a letter from the lawyer on
their letterhead are included with the application).

« If applying for the birth certificate for a deceased person 2> next of kin (parent, sibling, child, step-
child, spouse or partner) can apply. However, grandchild does not qualify as next of kin. Proof of
death and proof of relationship must be included.

« If there is no living next of kin, any relative can then apply. Proof of death and proof of
relationship must be included in application.

« A person named in the will can also apply. They must include proof of death and copy of the
will in the application.


https://provincialarchives.alberta.ca/how-to/find-birth-marriage-and-death-records/birth-indexes
https://provincialarchives.alberta.ca/how-to/find-birth-marriage-and-death-records/birth-indexes
https://www.alberta.ca/order-birth-certificate

Manitoba

For births that are 100 years or older, request a copy of the record Manitoba Genealogical Searches for
Unrestricted Records.

Births that occurred less than 100 years ago can be ordered online or by mail through Manitoba Vital
Statfistics.

« If applying for the birth certificate for a person who is still living =2 they can apply and they can
also appoint a representative by including written authorization.

« If applying for the birth certificate for a deceased person 2> a spouse, child, parent, and sibling
can apply for the certificate.

« Must include proof of death and proof of relationship.


https://vitalstats.gov.mb.ca/Query.php
https://vitalstats.gov.mb.ca/Query.php
https://vitalstats.gov.mb.ca/how_to_apply.html
https://vitalstats.gov.mb.ca/how_to_apply.html

Thank You
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