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Who can sponsor

Past relation

L [

Residency in Canada Be aware of

> - Misrepresentation
Family Members - 117(9)(d)
Overseas H&C - Residency Requirements

Sponsor’'s connection to

De Facto Family Members Canada

Conjugal, Common Law, Spouse



» Impact of Disability Bene

» Minimum Necessary Income (De facto
dependents)

» Family violence considerations (converting
sponsorship to H&C)



https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/immigrate-canada/family-sponsorship/sponsor-parents-grandparents/eligibility/income.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/immigrate-canada/family-sponsorship/sponsor-parents-grandparents/eligibility/income.html

> O ¢

» Conjugal
» Orphans
» Dependents
» Other relatives



Who?
» De facto dependents

» Karimullah v Canada 2010 FC 824
» Overseas Processing Manual 4

» Informal adoptions
» Family Violence

» “FV —In Canada - Humanitarian and
compassionate considerations”

» DNHM-Vexternal-RNMH-
Vexterne.lRCC@cic.gc.ca.

OTHER SITUATIONS

What?

» Procedural Fairness Letters
» Overseas H&C Requests

» TRP vs H&C — Based on
Family Violence

7


https://www.canlii.org/en/ca/fct/doc/2010/2010fc824/2010fc824.html?resultId=33a3fc47d00844c3a8e249f763d0ebf6&searchId=2026-04-16T13:27:46:867/fc14ff3460914d16b9de629c9ba4fc82
https://www.canlii.org/en/ca/fct/doc/2010/2010fc824/2010fc824.html?resultId=33a3fc47d00844c3a8e249f763d0ebf6&searchId=2026-04-16T13:27:46:867/fc14ff3460914d16b9de629c9ba4fc82
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» Proof of cohabitatio

» Beneficiary designations

» In-person visits



Gathering documents and evidence:

» Referrals to supports — asse
» Police reports and Court Information Sheets
» Local Legal Opinions

» Adoption or Guardianship Documents

» Country Research

» Documenting attempts to get documents



clients often



status in Canadc

> Outland » Outland
» Decided by the visa office
> Morg flexibility with being » If interview required, applicant
outside Canada usually must tfravel to visa office

» Work Permit also available

» Access to |AD

INLAND VS OUTLAND SPONSORSHIP
APPLICATIONS




AUDIEN

Which would you choose? (inland
vs outland) and why?



L) I\

» Medical Examination

» Passport and Identity
Documents

» Fees
» DNA Requests

PROCESSING TIMES




'r—;

» Leaving and re-entering

MAINTAINING STATUS AND TRAVELING



» R 117(9)(d)
» Eligibility for Pilot Project

» End date of policy — September 10, 2026
» De Guzman v Canada 2005 FCA 436

COMMON COMPLEX ISSUES


https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/mandate/policies-operational-instructions-agreements/public-policies/certain-sponsored-foreign-nationals-excluded.html
https://www.canlii.org/en/ca/fca/doc/2005/2005fca436/2005fca436.html?resultId=3dd0d69fdaa64d88bb3dbf4c27dd88b3&searchId=2026-04-16T14:16:29:309/a28452ff3f7e43228165bf988edff6c0
https://www.canlii.org/en/ca/fca/doc/2005/2005fca436/2005fca436.html?resultId=3dd0d69fdaa64d88bb3dbf4c27dd88b3&searchId=2026-04-16T14:16:29:309/a28452ff3f7e43228165bf988edff6c0

AUDIEN 2

How do you address R117(9)(d) if your clie
not meet the pilot criteria? What has worked for
your?



COMMON

COMPLEX
ISSUES —
» Criminality ONTINUED

» Limited evidence for LGBTQ+
couples




» Age Gap » Time spent together

» Financial Stability » Lack of shared finances
» ODSP — Disabllity » Lack of Family
Benefits Knowledge
» Disability/Capacity » Marriage options
» Mental Health » Immigration History
Bllele[aloN

POTENTIAL FLAGS FOR IRCC



AUDIENCE QUESTION:

Are you seeing any changes in trends around
sponsorshipse Applications or Approvalse



Mabena v Canada (Citizenship and A.P. v Canada (Citizenship and

Immigration) 2025 FC 694 Immigration) 2020 FC 206
» Converted spousal sponsorship application to

H&C with family violence considerations. » Conjugal partner sponsorship
» Officer found abuse, but denied H&C » JR of IAD decision

application

» FC found: inadequate consideration of family > Applicant claimed refugee protection as

violence in the global assessment a gay man
» Losing the ability to obtain permanent resident > Re-established relationship with a female
status through a sponsored spousal application classmate

R C e e » Child born; co-parenting; committed

» FC found: Officer's decision gave relationship
“unacceptable message that they are better off ] . .
remaining in their abusive relationship in order to » Termed a “mixed orientafion” couple
obtain status”

» ABv. Canada 2021 FC 714
» Febirillet Lorenzo v. Canada 2019 FC 925
» Prado v. Canada 2024 FC 136

CASE LAW



https://www.canlii.org/en/ca/fct/doc/2025/2025fc694/2025fc694.html?resultId=6db3cdaf63054b24af759bd56f8f5cbe&searchId=2026-04-15T20:20:03:114/e905e62b64474ec3a5501e01916af31b&searchUrlHash=AAAAAQAGbWFiZW5hAAAAAAE
https://canlii.ca/t/jhp9t
https://canlii.ca/t/jhp9t
https://canlii.ca/t/j1grt
https://canlii.ca/t/j1grt
https://canlii.ca/t/j1grt
https://canlii.ca/t/k2sb7
https://canlii.ca/t/k2sb7
https://www.canlii.org/en/ca/fct/doc/2020/2020fc906/2020fc906.html?resultId=d45d92df1d504913846a772ecc32942e&searchId=2026-04-15T20:20:53:786/b1de9a184e994921b837e4261686cf34

QUESTIONS ¢
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